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Anyone who wants to
support Christ Lutheran
Church can make a
donation using the website
or Q.R Code below. 
 

 
https://clcstoughton.org/
giving/donate/

Sunday Worship is
available to Livestream on
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com
/ChristLutheranChurchSto
ughton
 
or available on youtube
https://www.youtube.com/
@christlutheranchurchstou
gh1950

Harvest Fest 2026
Pastor Paula Geister-Jones

We may not have had as many people sitting down and enjoying the feast
prepared for our Pig Roast this year, but I would say the Harvest Fest, Pig
Roast and Bake Sale were still a success. We had between 50 and 60
people volunteer their time and talents to make it happen. We had an
opportunity to work together and get to know one another better. The
Craft room was busy with children getting their faces painted, pumpkins
changing color before your eyes, cookies getting decorated and crafts
being created. And if you had a chance to look outside we had a slew of
young people in our backyard running around, bouncing in the Bounce
House and playing outdoor games. It was such a beautiful fall day. Check
out the pictures. 

Harvest Festival Pictures 2026



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. In
finibus nec ipsum id posuere.
Morbi finibus posuere
vestibulum. Nullam pulvinar
arcu dolor.

November Worship Schedule 
Traditional Worship at 8:00 a.m. 

Worship Lite at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.

 Remember to set your clocks back one hour Saturday Night to prepare
for Sunday, November 1st

There will be only one worship service on Sunday, November 29  at
9:00 a.m

th

                                                                                                           

Sunday, November 1 :  All Saints - Worship with Holy Communionst

This is the day we remember our saints who have passed from this life to the next
since our last All Saints Celebration. This year we have ten: Rick Segebrecht, Joan
Roneid, Marlene Judd, Kevin Wilson, Phillip Oren, Joe Koshollek, James Hanson,
Richard Severn, Scott Vingum and Gen Wilberg.
Preacher: Pastor Paula        
 
Sunday, November 8 : Worshipth

In the gospel reading for today Jesus tells the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids.
Some were ready, some were not when the bridegroom appeared. Those who were
not ready missed out on the wedding and party.
Preacher: Pastor Paula                                      

Sunday, November 15 : Worship with Holy Communion th

In the gospel reading for today Jesus tells a parable of his second coming,
indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who
await his return should use the gifts God has given them to make things better. 
Preacher: Pastor Paula                       
Special Music: Chancel and Handbell Choirs

DISCOVER MORE

NEWS FROM LAY MINISTRY

2



Sunday, November 22 : Christ the King Sunday nd

We all know how the average King behaves. The Bible is full of them and it
comes to the same conclusion 90% of the time. Kings usually think of
themselves and only themselves. That is why Jesus is such a different kind of
king. Jesus comes to serve, not to be served. 
Preacher: Pastor Paula
 

Sunday, November 29 : The First Sunday of Adventth

Another church year has gone by and a new one begins. For the next four
Sundays we count down to the birth of God’s Son, Emmanuel – God with Us. 
Guest Preacher: Sandy Grant

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be held on 
Date: Monday, November 23rd

Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: St. Ann’s Catholic Church
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When I hear or read the story of Jesus going to the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus, I can see
Martha in the lives of many of my friends and family, primarily the women. Martha had invited
Jesus to come to their home and was busy trying to make it special for him. I’m sure she had been
going in high gear cleaning, getting food for a wonderful meal for who knows how many extra
guests and then preparing it to be served. What Martha was doing was a very gracious act of love.
It was something she could do and do well as a token of her esteem for Jesus and what he had
done for her family and, very likely, many of her friends. Her preparations were leaving her
exhausted and frustrated. She really needed some help from Mary, who was sitting in the other
room listening to Jesus and the others talking. What Martha failed to realize was that what made
the house special were the people that came together there. What made the meal special were the
people that shared it together. Peanut butter on crackers and something to drink can be a nice
impromptu treat for two friends that haven’t seen each other for a long time. The special part is
                         the talking to each other. At the end of the day, that will be the highlight for each of
                          them, not what they ate.

                                               I still admire the Martha’s in my life, because they want the best for        
                                             their friends and family. They love so deeply, but miss out on many of
                                         the conversations and laughter because they were in the other room trying
                                        to make it special for everyone else. 
             

                                        I encourage you to stop for coffee and a treat before or after Sunday
                                         services in the narthex and take the time to just visit with friends and
                                           strangers. Both can be a source of real enjoyment. I can’t tell you how
                                             many times I’ve had that “It’s a small world” experience when I’ve  
                                              talked to someone new. 

Go and Tell by Roger Slack



2026 Budget Update; Remember November/December Benevolences
David Erdman, Interim Treasurer

As we approach the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holiday seasons, I just want to give a quick budget
update and ask the congregation to remember their November and December benevolences to Christ
Lutheran Church.

The congregation approved a balanced budget in February 2026 that assumed a 2% growth in pledged
and non-pledged offerings. The approved budget also included a $20,600 transfer from the Special
Projects Fund that was intended to be repaid at the end of year with contributed support beyond this
2% assumption.

As of September 30, 2026, or three quarters through the budget year and then compared to
benevolences at this time last year, we are just meeting the 2% growth assumption but have not yet
addressed the additional funds needed to replenish the $20,600 from the Special Project Funds.  

Again, this is the situation as of September 30  and any decrease from benevolences given in the last
two months of 2026 will have a negative impact on our 2026 budget situation.  In short, we ask
everyone to remember planned or additional benevolences to Christ Lutheran Church over the next
couple of months with hopes of some additional giving coming in when compared to last year to help
address the replenishment to the Special Projects Fund.

th

We are slightly above our budgeted expenditures, but we can address that situation by first meeting
the revenue expectations. Please contact Dave with any questions.

NEWS FROM OUR TREASURER
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New Member Sunday – December 13th

New members will officially be received into our faith community of on Sunday, December
13  at both services. That is a great Sunday. The children have their Sunday School
Christmas Program at the 9:15 a.m. service.

th

If you know anyone who is interested in joining or if you are that someone, please contact the
church office or talk to Pastor Paula or Jenny Hoffman. 

New Member Orientation will be on Sunday, November 22  or December 6  immediately
following the 9:15 a.m. Worship Lite Service. We meet in the Conference Room right off the
Narthex. Feel free to bring a cup of coffee and snack. We ask that people come prepared to have
your photo taken. It is an informal time to get to know one another and to share information
about the congregation.

nd th

NEWS FROM OUR EVANGELISM COMMITTEE



NEWS FROM OUR EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Milestone Ministry

Confirmation News

Sunday School News 

Adult Education

Breakfast & Books – A Book Study
Starbucks, Thursday Mornings 9:30 a.m.
All Are Welcome!
We meet on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. I’m not sure what we will be reading, but please,
come join us. There is always room for one more. 

                       Open Gym here at CLC for Kids from Birth to School Age - 
Coffee,Chaos and Community. 

                           What: Free Open Gym for kids and families from Birth to Kindergarten
                                         (We will be meeting in the Large Youth Room follow the Signs.) 
                          When: Thursday, November 19   from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.th

We have snacks including coffee and treats for the parents/grandparents/caregivers. We read a story,
do a craft, play games and sensory activities geared toward this age group. Perfect opportunity for your
kids to get some exercise and playtime in a new environment. Our Theme in November is: Harvest
Blessings!

1st Grade – Advent Devotions and Advent Log
On Sunday, November 22nd at 10:00 a.m. during Sunday school 1st Grade Students
and Parents: will work together to make an Advent Log with Pastor Paula and their
classroom teachers. Pastor Paula will present a devotional guide. All 1  Graders are
welcome even if you are not currently enrolled in Sunday School.

st

This November we will be practicing each week during Sunday School the music and
speaking parts for the Christmas program.  Please plan to have your kids attend classes
as much as possible.  We are looking for 9 kids to have speaking parts.  Others will be
part of the nativity. We have another all school Sunday School class on Sunday,
November 29  all of the kids will meet in the Large Youth Room and have a lesson on
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” ( this is a great week for your kids to invite a friend).
This will be immediately followed by our Advent Beginnings event open to all where
kids and parents can make crafts, cards to give out to family and friends, decorate our
trees and some cookies and enjoy a family friendly meal.   

th

Our 7  and 8  Grade students will not have Confirmation on Wednesday, November
25 .  On Sunday, November 29  the 7  and 8  grade students along with help from
parents and congregation members will be decorating the Christmas tree in the
Narthex and the Sanctuary.  This will count as a service hour.  This also counts as an
hour for either the mission trip or the Boundary waters trip coming in the summer
of 2027. 

th th

th th th th
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Wednesday Evening Food and Fellowship at Christ Lutheran

Dinner is served from 5:30–6:30 p.m. A minimum donation of $8.00 is requested to cover
the cost of food. Confirmation students and their families, God and Games participants and
their families, our Seniors and really anyone is invited because all are welcome. Enjoy a hour
of good food and fellowship! 

Wednesday, November 4
Pigs in the Blanket with Chips
Scalloped Potatoes and Ham – gluten-free option
Fresh Veggies and Dip
Brownies and Ice Cream
Coffee, White or Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice
 

Wednesday, November 11
Wild Rice and Beef Vegetable Soup
Grilled Cheese and Egg Salad Sandwiches
Green Salad
Cookies and Ice Cream
Coffee, White or Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice

Wednesday, November 18
Turkey and Dressing
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy
Green Beans
Swedish Rye Bread
Apple and Cherry Crisp and Ice Cream
Coffee, White or Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice

Wednesday, November 25, Thanksgiving Eve  – NO FOOD AND FELLOSHIP,
GOD AND GAMES OR CONFIRMATION. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR YOUTH MINISTRY

God and Games
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Grades 3rd –6th in the Gym 

It doesn’t matter if you are a regular or not, you are always welcome. We know many of you
are still involved in rec programs. Alani Estervig and Libby Conant would both love to meet
you whenever you can make it. The evening starts out with a short devotional and
continues with fun and games. ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Mission Trip 2027
 Navajo Nation
 Friday, July 9  – 18   8  Grade – Adultsth th th

This year we are going to the Navajo Reservation in the 4 Corners Area of
 Arizona, Utah and New Mexico.  Our mission starts with dinner on Sunday
 and ends after breakfast on Friday. Our work will primarily be home
 renovation with a heavy emphasis on experiencing and learning more about
the Navajo Culture. On either end of the mission we will visit Chaco Canyon,
Canyon de Chelly and Mesa Verde.  Registration forms will also be on the
Information Desk. This trip is for both youth and adults.

Advent Beginnings
Sunday, November 29
10:50 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Food and Crafts will be ready to go at 10:00 a.m. for adults who
wish to participate.

This is a wonderful event. Advent is the four Sundays before Christmas. It is
spent preparing for the birth of Jesus. Let’s spend time together on the first
Sunday of Advent. The Youth and Education Ministry Teams are hosting this
event for the entire congregation - youth and adults. We will make homemade
Christmas cards, Christmas decorations to make as gifts or to keep and of
course – frost and decorate Christmas cookies. We will decorate the Christmas
trees in the church and Narthex and food will be served. On the menu that day
will be both kid and adult favorites like Homemade Mac and Cheese and
Potato and Bacon Chowder. A free will donation will be taken to cover the
cost. Check out the crafts! They will be on display in the narthex by Sunday,
November 16  and 22  .  ALL ARE WELCOME!th nd
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Blood Pressure Check
A nurse (Brenda Zarth or Kelly Harrington) will be in the Conference Room the first
Sunday of the month between 7:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. to check your blood pressure or to
discuss any health concerns you might have. We  will be starting this again in
November.

Hello Everyone, 

This is Brenda Zarth and I really enjoy doing the Blood Pressure Clinic. I would like to
resume doing it every month, but I need more help staffing it. I prefer scheduling it the
first or second Sunday of the month, and if we can get a schedule of volunteers to help
Kelly and I that would be wonderful.
 

I like to start at 7:15 a.m. to catch the early birds before they've had too much coffee.
I check blood pressures after the 8 a.m. service and after the 9:15 a.m. Worship Lite
service, finishing at 10:15 a.mm, once a month. We usually have about 10 clients per
Sunday. If we get enough interest we could schedule it to be 2 people per Sunday, one
early and one late person.

We have caught some health concerns and I have sent people to the ER as well as told
them what to watch for and when to be concerned about health conditions. I also like to
support our member's health and medication questions and concerns. I enjoy the visits.
I believe it really helps to have an RN, Nurse Practitioner, Physicians Assistant, MD or
DO. 

I leave a box in the church with blood pressure cuffs and stethoscopes as well as pulse
Oximeter (batteries). The church has an emergency box on the wall for emergencies. 
If you are a health care worker and would be willing to help staff the Blood Pressure
Clinic even a couple of hours a year, please contact Brenda Zarth RN at 608-622-8803
or email: Brendazarth@gmail.com. Let me know what availability you have, if you want
to check early or late.

Lutheran Disaster Relief
This year our Quilters made 160 quilts; 80 sold with 81 sent to LWR. The Quilters
donated $1000 to get the quilts and kits from our church with enough left over to help
get more kits and quilts sent to where they need to be shipped throughout the world.
The congregation collected enough items to make 34 School Kits, 32 Personal Care Kits
and 14 Baby Kits. 

ELCA World Hunger and God’s Global Barnyard
Join the Sunday School classes in their effort to collect as many funds as possible by
Thanksgiving to not only help feed, but to help make a family produce enough income to
make them self-sufficient. Pick up a little piggy in the narthex and collect your change or
write a check to Christ Lutheran with God’s Global Barnyard in the memo line. 
 

NEWS FROM OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE
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Tuesday, November 17th

11:30 a.m.
Cost: $12.00
Program: Old and New World Foods
We will take a look at the foods we eat and do our best to guess where it came from
originally; Old World, New World or the Asia-Pacific region.
 
Menu: Turkey and lots of Dressing, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Green Beans and Squash,
Orange Jell-o with Mandarin Oranges, Cranberries, Pumpkin or Apple Pie with Ice Cream,
Milk and Coffee.

News from Parish Fellowship - Senior Ministry 

Sign up for all events at the Information Desk  or
call 873-9353 to let us know you are coming.

 
FEEL FREE TO INVITE A FRIEND!

 THERE IS ALWAYS ROOM FOR MORE!

Meals and Memories

Tuesday, December 15  th

11:30 a.m.
Cost: $12.00
Program: Madrigal Singers
 
This has become a tradition at CLC. The Madrigals have been singing for us for over ten
years. They have provided us with wonderful programs in the past. I am sure they will do
the same this year. Come, sit back and listen to some beautiful Christmas music.
 
Menu: Meatballs with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Green Beans, Raspberry Jell-O with
Raspberries, Bananas and Whipped Cream, Krumkake, Lefse, Swedish Rye Bread,
Rommegrot and Christmas Cookies, Coffee and Milk.
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 For those who signed up in October this is a reminder that ...

Thursday, November 12th

5:00 p.m. - Wine Tasting at Cheeser’s 
6:00 p.m. - Dinner at Viking Brew Pub 
7:30 p.m. - Stoughton Village Players - 
“You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown” 

 The Wine tasting is $15, supper around $20, and the price on the theater
production is $20. For this event we will meet downtown.

 Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra and 
 the Festival Choir of Madison   
 Handel’s Messiah at Bethel Lutheran Church Saturday, 
 November 21 , at 2:00 PM. st

Tickets are $45.20 for Seniors or groups
                                                 

The performance runtime is 2 hours and 20 minutes with 1 intermission.

For those who would like to sign up for an ageless Adventure coming
up...

Friday, December 11th

Cost: $88 – includes gratuity
A Christmas Story
Fireside Theater 

Ralphie wants only one thing for Christmas: An Official Red Ryder Carbine-
Action 200-shot Range Model Air Rifle. A CHRISTMAS STORY The Musical is
the hilarious account of Ralphie’s desperate quest to ensure that this most perfect
gift ends up under his tree. Based on the classic 1983 movieA CHRISTMAS
STORY. The Musical captures holiday wonder with such deliciously wicked wit
that it is sure to delight children and grown-ups alike! Entree Choices: Grilled
Salmon, Sliced Roast Beef Tenderloin, Vegetarian Puff Pastry Pot Pie.

We will leave from the church at 10:00 a.m. and return home around
4:30 p.m. Sign up by November 11  at the Information Desk. th
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Hello Everyone!! How many of us enjoy the coffee, juice, snacks and fellowship in the cafe?
Many of us I am sure. The Parish Fellowship committee would like to ask for your help. We
have a sign-up for helping in the kitchen and/or bringing in treats each week. In addition we
will have a sign-up genius available starting November 1 . st

We NEED your help! If you are already here enjoying your morning coffee or snack, will you
consider helping in the kitchen? Those that have already been helping have been such a
blessing and please know it does not go unnoticed, but we cannot expect them to  do it every
Sunday and honestly they may not be able to stay to clean up after the services and Sunday
School. If you are able to help, please consider signing up or helping out. We would LOVE to
have your assistance!  Also, if you want to join our Parish Fellowship board, we would love to
have you; however, it is not a requirement for those signing up to help out. Please reach out
to Kristine Annen at kitten1annen@aol.com if you have any questions or you can talk to
anyone in the kitchen. Thank you for your consideration and for all you all do for our
church!!!

Sunday School Kids at the “It’s The Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown” Lesson on Sunday, October 25th

mailto:kitten1annen@aol.com


Genevieve “Gen” Wilberg
10/17/2026

Scott Vingum 10/24/2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank You’s

Thank You CLC Quilters!

Thank You Michelle Bolstad!

Thank you to our wonderful quilting group for another beautiful Quilt
Sunday! The group meets from Mid-March through the end of
October. Their creations of the quilts for Lutheran World Relief
(LWR) is just the start of what they do. Just about anything that
involves sewing we can thank the quilters for, including baptismal
quilts, covers in the kitchen, school bags for LWR, and costumes. The
quilters also donated $1,000 towards shipping costs for the LWR
quilts and kits to help get them where they need to go. The money was
raised by selling quilts on Quilt Sunday.
 

A huge thank you to: Phyllis Gullickson; Rita Johnson; Cathy Frye;
Linda Gibbs; Colleen Gregorich; Gloria Hayne; Marilyn Merryman;
Gerry Ross; Mary Sime; and Berly Teigen. Thanks also to the various
folk who have donated fabric and batting for the quilts and those who
have written Thrivent grants to help us purchase additional materials. 

Thanks Michelle for your many years of helping out at Christ Lutheran
Church.  We have so enjoyed you and your piano playing.  You have
been a great asset to the church.  
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“So we are ambassadors for
Christ…” -

2 Corinthians 5:20
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