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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 28, 2026  
9:00 AM Traditional Worship 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 
      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz   

Lector:  Sandy Grant 
Acolyte: Ella Pavolonis 

Ushers:  Sue Walls, Sandra Maerz, Sue Weum & Sharon Manson 
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 

 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift 
sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ 
promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little 
ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s 
merciful welcome. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “How Can I Keep From Singing” 

Lowry/Keesecker 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin to God 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P:  Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

    Amen. 
 
P:  Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C:  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN: “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” #763 ELW vs 1 & 2 
(Changed – selected before today was designated as a hymn sing) 
“As We Gather at Your Table” #522 ELW 

 
GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY 
P:  You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God. 
 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
C:  Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when    

you lie down and when you rise. 
 
P:  One does not live by bread alone, 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #858 ELW vss. 1 & 4 

Vs. 1:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
joining in glad adoration! 
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Vs. 4:  Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 
Gladly forever adore him! 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 

mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your 
word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Sit 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 28:5-9 
5-9 Prophet Jeremiah stood up to prophet Hananiah in front of the priests and 
all the people who were in God’s Temple that day. Prophet Jeremiah said, 
“Wonderful! Would that it were true—that God would validate your preaching 
by bringing the Temple furnishings and all the exiles back from Babylon. But 
listen to me, listen closely. Listen to what I tell both you and all the people 
here today: The old prophets, the ones before our time, preached judgment 
against many countries and kingdoms, warning of war and disaster and 
plague. So any prophet who preaches that everything is just fine and there’s 
nothing to worry about stands out like a sore thumb. We’ll wait and see. If it 
happens, it happens—and then we’ll know that God sent him.” 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah  # 172 ELW 

Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
Halle, halle, hallelujah. 

Hallelujah. Hallelujah 
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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GOSPEL:  Matthew 10:40-42 
40-42 “We are intimately linked in this harvest work. Anyone who accepts what 
you do, accepts me, the One who sent you. Anyone who accepts what I do 
accepts my Father, who sent me. Accepting a messenger of God is as good as 
being God’s messenger. Accepting someone’s help is as good as giving 
someone help. This is a large work I’ve called you into, but don’t be 
overwhelmed by it. It’s best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to 
someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act of giving or receiving 
makes you a true apprentice. You won’t lose out on a thing.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
SERMON “Hymn Sing” 
Stand 
(Do we need/want this?  Maybe use the time for one more hymn selection 
from the congregation) HYMN: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 
#712 ELW vss. 1, 2 & 4   Sing hymn 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 

needs of the world.  
A brief silence 
P:  Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your 

peace. Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of 
grace,  

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and 

pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. 
God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of 

prophets in our time, and work through world leaders to foster 
understanding, justice, and peace. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, 

and spiritually. Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through 
their generous service. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and 

endeavors, renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming 
presence to our neighbors. God of grace,  

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of 

the wider church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and 
places. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 

unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY: “My Soul Does Magnify the Lord” Brown/Organ 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P:  Loving God,  
C:  we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
C:  Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
SENDING HYMN: “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” #676 ELW 

  
POSTLUDE: “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Gläser/Barnhouse    


