Stewardship 2026
Join the Journey

“Trust in God from the bottom of your heart;
don’t try to figure out everything on your own.
Listen for God’s voice in everything you do,
everywhere you go.” Proverbs 3:4-6

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Happy Father’s Day
June 21, 2026
9:00 AM Traditional Worship

Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Guest Preacher: Sandy Grant
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz
Lector: TBA
Acolyte: Eve Conant
Ushers: Jeffrey Morgan, Jerry Graffin, Jerry Buskager & Mark Holzhuter
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels
the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say.
Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not
be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may
experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love
make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy
food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

CALL TO WORSHIP: “lI Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Karen Warwick on Dulcimer

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sin to God
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.

Stand
HYMN: “Let the Whole Creation Cry” #876 ELW

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

LITANY
P: You are the treasured people of the Lord,
C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

P: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise.

P: One does not live by bread alone,
C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #858 ELW vss. 1 &4
Vs. 1: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
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joining in glad adoration!

Vs. 4: Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.

Gladly forever adore him!

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not
to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to
seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing
that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit

ANTHEM “Counting Your Blessings” Karen Warwick, Dulcimer

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

"%You pushed me into this, God, and | let you do it. You were too much for
me. And now I’m a public joke. They all poke fun at me. Every time | open my
mouth I’m shouting, “Murder!” or “Rape!” And all | get for my God-warnings
are insults and contempt. But if | say, “Forget it! No more God-Messages from
me!” The words are fire in my belly, a burning in my bones. I’'m worn out trying
to holditin. I can’tdo it any longer! Then | hear whispering behind my

back: “There goes old ‘Danger-Everywhere.’ Shut him up! Report him!”

Old friends watch, hoping I’ll fall flat on my face: “One misstep and we’ll have
him. We’ll get rid of him for good!” ' But God, a most fierce warrior, is at my
side. Those who are after me will be sent sprawling—Slapstick buffoons
falling all over themselves, a spectacle of humiliation no one will ever forget.
120h, God-of-the-Angel-Armies, no one fools you. You see through everyone,
everything. | want to see you pay them back for what they’ve done. | rest my
case with you. ® Sing to God! All praise to God! He saves the weak from the
grip of the wicked.



P: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL CANTICLE: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah # 172 ELW
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah

The Gospelis announced...

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th Chapter.

C: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

2425« student doesn’t get a better desk than her teacher. A laborer doesn’t
make more money than his boss. Be content—pleased, even—when you, my
students, my harvest hands, get the same treatment | get. If they call me, the
Master, ‘Dungface,” what can the workers expect? 262’ “Don’t be intimidated.
Eventually everything is going to be out in the open, and everyone will know
how things really are. So don’t hesitate to go public now. 2 “Don’t be bluffed
into silence by the threats of bullies. There’s nothing they can do to your soul,
your core being. Save your fear for God, who holds your entire life—body and
soul. 223" “What’s the price of a pet canary? Some loose change, right? And
God cares what happens to it even more than you do. He pays even greater
attention to you, down to the last detail—even numbering the hairs on your
head! So don’t be intimidated by all this bully talk. You’re worth more than a
million canaries. 3**“Stand up for me against world opinion and I’ll stand up
for you before my Father in heaven. If you turn tail and run, do you think I’ll
cover for you? 34* “Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy. I’ve come to cut—
make a sharp knife-cut between son and father, daughter and mother, bride
and mother-in-law—cut through these cozy domestic arrangements and free
you for God. Well-meaning family members can be your worst enemies. If you
prefer father or mother over me, you don’t deserve me. If you prefer son or
daughter over me, you don’t deserve me. *¥3°“|f you don’t go all the way with
me, through thick and thin, you don’t deserve me. If your first concernis to
look after yourself, you’ll never find yourself. But if you forget about yourself
and look to me, you’ll find both yourself and me.

P: The gospel of the Lord.



C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON
Stand
HYMN: “O Master, Let Me Walk With You” #818 ELW

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

A brief silence

P:

C:

P:

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’
sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect
migrating birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower
us to care for your creation. God of grace,
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P:

C:

: hear our prayer.

: Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with

marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of
Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.

: Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with

disability. Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering. God
of grace,

: hear our prayer.

: Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray

especially for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion
and care. We pray for all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of
grace,

: hear our prayer.

: Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal

promises. May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Sit

OFFERTORY: “For the Beauty of the Earth” Kocher/Oines

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P:

Loving God,

C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth asitis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stand

BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.

SENDING HYMN: “O Jesus, | Have Promised” #810 ELW

POSTLUDE: “Soli Deo Gloria” Haugen/Keesecker



