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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026  
9:15 AM Worship Express 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 
Guest Preacher: Sandy Grant 

      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz   
Lector: Ben Foltz 

Acolyte: Lauren Koch 
Ushers: Erik & Anna Foltz 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 
 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes 
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s 
house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 
1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who 
called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the 
risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “This Little Light of Mine” 1st Class Ringers 
 Arr. Petker 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM: 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
      and to the Lamb! 
C:  Amen. 
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P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
      You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: 
    morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that 

nourish us. Blessed are you. 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
     We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you     

for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P:  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P:  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 

new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
      now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
Stand 
SONG: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #858 ELW Vs. 1, 2 & 4 

Vs. 1:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
joining in glad adoration! 

 
Vs. 2:  Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

Vs. 4:  Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 
Gladly forever adore him 
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GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,  
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 
 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
ANTHEM: “Color the World” by Landry   

Sunday School, Chancel Choir, Handbell Quartet & Chimes  Amber, 
Sydney & Katie Daniels & Hannah Peterson 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

      Amen. 
Sit 
GOSPEL SONG: “For God So Loved the World” #123 The Other Song Book 

For God so loved the world  
He gave His only Son 

 To die on Calv’ry’s tree,  
From Sin to set me free. 

Some day He’s coming back  
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What Glory that will be! 
Wonderful His love to me. 

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The good news according to John the 14th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
1-4 “Don’t let this rattle you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty 
of room for you in my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you 
that I’m on my way to get a room ready for you? And if I’m on my way to get 
your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live. And 
you already know the road I’m taking.” 5 Thomas said, “Master, we have no 
idea where you’re going. How do you expect us to know the road?” 6-7 Jesus 
said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father 
apart from me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him. You’ve even seen him!” 8 Philip said, “Master, 
show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” 9-10 “You’ve been with me all this 
time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To see me is to see the Father. So 
how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you aren’t mere 
words. I don’t just make them up on my own. The Father who resides in me 
crafts each word into a divine act. 11-14 “Believe me: I am in my Father and my 
Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe what you see—these works. 
The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but even greater 
things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do 
that I’ve been doing. You can count on it. From now on, whatever you request 
along the lines of who I am and what I am doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the 
Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. I mean it. Whatever you request in 
this way, I’ll do. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
CHILDRENS WORD/WORD  
Stand 
 



5 
 

SONG OF THE WORD: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”  
#619 ELW Vss. 1, 4 & 8 

Vs. 1:  I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

 He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

 he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

Vs. 4:  He lives to silence all my fears; 
 he lives to wipe away my tears; 

 he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
 he lives all blessings to impart. 

 
Vs. 8:  He lives, all glory to his name! 

 He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
 what joy this blest assurance gives: 

 I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord? 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
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C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence 
P:  God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, 

mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of 
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, 

provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers 
with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful 
God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support 

and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among 
those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERING SONG: “Lord, be Glorified” 

Vs 1:  In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
in my life, Lord, be gloried today. 
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Vs. 2:  In my song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 

In my song, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

Vs. 3:  In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn 

of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

  
POSTLUDE: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” Williams/Carter   


