Stewardship 2026
Join the Journey

“Trust in God from the bottom of your heart;
don’t try to figure out everything on your own.
Listen for God’s voice in everything you do,
everywhere you go.” Proverbs 3:4-6

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
8:00 AM Traditional Worship

Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Guest Preacher: Sandy Grant
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz
Lector: Kris Adams
Acolyte: Carter Swain
Ushers: Todd Skavlen, Mark Wilberg, Eric Smedal & Roger Nitzsche
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s
house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As
1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who
called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the
risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

CALL TO WORSHIP: “This Little Light of Mine” 1°* Class Ringers
Arr. Petker

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
C: Amen.



P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you
for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

Stand
HYMN: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #858 ELW Vss. 1,2 &4

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

LITANY
P: The word is near you,
C: onyour lips and in your heart.

P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved.



P: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

ANTHEM “Color The World” Kyla Betts Soloist

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

%556 Byt Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, hardly noticed—he only had eyes for
God, whom he saw in all his glory with Jesus standing at his side. He said,
“Oh! | see heaven wide open and the Son of Man standing at God’s side!” *>”
8 Yelling and hissing, the mob drowned him out. Now in full stampede, they
dragged him out of town and pelted him with rocks. The ringleaders took off
their coats and asked a young man named Saul to watch them. °°%° As the
rocks rained down, Stephen prayed, “Master Jesus, take my life.” Then he
knelt down, praying loud enough for everyone to hear, “Master, don’t blame
them for this sin”—his last words. Then he died. Saul was right there,
congratulating the killers.

P: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

The Gospelis announced...

P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th Chapter.
C: Glorytoyou, O Lord.



GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

4 “Don’t let this rattle you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty
of room foryou in my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would | have told you
that I’m on my way to get a room ready for you? And if I’'m on my way to get
your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where | live. And
you already know the road I’m taking.” ®* Thomas said, “Master, we have no
idea where you’re going. How do you expect us to know the road?” ¢/ Jesus
said, “l am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father
apart from me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.
From now on, you do know him. You’ve even seen him!” 8 Philip said, “Master,
show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” ®'° “You’ve been with me all this
time, Philip, and you stilldon’t understand? To see me is to see the Father. So
how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you believe that | am in the
Father and the Fatheris in me? The words that | speak to you aren’t mere
words. | don’t just make them up on my own. The Father who resides in me
crafts each word into a divine act. "% “Believe me: | am in my Father and my
Fatherisin me. If you can’t believe that, believe what you see—these works.
The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but even greater
things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do
that I’'ve been doing. You can count on it. From now on, whatever you request
along the lines of who | am and what | am doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the
Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. | mean it. Whatever you request in
this way, I’'ll do.

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

SERMON:

Stand

HYMN: “l Know that My Redeemer Lives!” #619 ELW Vss. 1,4 &8

APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence

P: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire
lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and
your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas,
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and
organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for
those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve,
provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers
with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.



P: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support
and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among
those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so
that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful
departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful
God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C: Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Sit

OFFERTORY : “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Arr. Tonioli

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth asitis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those



who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Stand

BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and
forever.

C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SENDING HYMN: “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” #380 ELW Vss. 1,3 &5

POSTLUDE: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” Williams/Carter



