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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026 
8:00 AM Traditional Worship
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones	Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz  
Lector:  Bob Kluge
Acolyte: Olivia Hays
Ushers:  Jeffrey Morgan, Jerry Graffin, Jerry Buskaker & Mark Holzhuter
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Spirit of Gentleness” Manley/Carter

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM:
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
      and to the Lamb!
C:  Amen.

P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
      You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
    morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
     We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you     for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P:  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
      now and forever.
C:  Amen.
Stand
HYMN: “Spirit of Gentleness”  #396 ELW vss. 1-3

GREETING   
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C:  And also with you.

KYRIE: page 120 ELW  (front of the hymnal)

CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  “Glory to God ”  page 122 ELW (front of hymnal)

SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you.
C:  And also with you. 


PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:  Let us pray.
C:  O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit
FIRST READING:  Acts 1:6-14
6 When they were together for the last time they asked, “Master, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now? Is this the time?” 7-8 He told them, “You don’t get to know the time. Timing is the Father’s business. What you’ll get is the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all over Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world.” 9-11 These were his last words. As they watched, he was taken up and disappeared in a cloud. They stood there, staring into the empty sky. Suddenly two men appeared—in white robes! They said, “You Galileans!—why do you just stand here looking up at an empty sky? This very Jesus who was taken up from among you to heaven will come as certainly—and mysteriously—as he left.”12-13 So they left the mountain called Olives and returned to Jerusalem. It was a little over half a mile. They went to the upper room they had been using as a meeting place: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James, son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas, son of James. 14 They agreed they were in this for good, completely together in prayer, the women included. Also Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his brothers.

P:  The word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
The Gospel is announced…
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.   
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 


GOSPEL:  John 17:1-11
1-5 Jesus said these things. Then, raising his eyes in prayer, he said: Father, it’s time. Display the bright splendor of your Son So the Son in turn may show your bright splendor. You put him in charge of everything human So he might give real and eternal life to all in his care. And this is the real and eternal life:
That they know you, the one and only true God, And Jesus Christ, whom you sent. I glorified you on earth by completing down to the last detail What you assigned me to do. And now, Father, glorify me with your very own splendor,
The very splendor I had in your presence Before there was a world.6-12 I spelled out your character in detail to the men and women you gave me. They were yours in the first place; then you gave them to me, and they have now done what you said. They know now, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that everything you gave me is firsthand from you, For the message you gave me, I gave them;
and they took it and were convinced That I came from you. They believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I’m not praying for the God-rejecting world
But for those you gave me, for they are yours by right. Everything mine is yours, and yours mine, and my life is on display in them. For I’m no longer going to be visible in the world; they’ll continue in the world while I return to you. Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life That you conferred as a gift through me, so they can be one heart and mind As we are one heart and mind. As long as I was with them, I guarded them in the pursuit of the life you gave through me; I even posted a lookout. And not one of them got away,
Except for the rebel bent on destruction.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON 
Stand
HYMN: “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” #942 ACS

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	creator of heaven and earth.
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	born of the virgin Mary,
	suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	was crucified, died, and was buried;
	he descended to the dead.
	On the third day he rose again;
	he ascended into heaven,
	he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
	and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	the holy catholic church,
	the communion of saints,
	the forgiveness of sins,
	the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence
P:  O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God,
C:  receive our prayer.

P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C:  Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  And also with you.
Sit
OFFERTORY: “Holy Spirit, Root of Life” Praetorius/Miller

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:  Merciful God,
C:  accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
      In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	hallowed be thy name,
	thy kingdom come,
	thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	as we forgive those
   who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	and the power, and the glory,
	forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS	
Stand
BLESSING
P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.

DISMISSAL
P:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SENDING HYMN: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”
                                        #400 ELW vss. 1, 2 & 5
	
POSTLUDE: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” Hughes/Hopson
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“Trust in God from the bottom of your heart;
don’t try to figure out everything on your own.
Listen for God'’s voice in everything you do,
everywhere you go.” Proverbs 3:4-6





