
1 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 10, 2026  
8:00 AM Traditional Worship 

Happy Mother’s Day 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 
Guest Preacher: Jenny Hoffman 
      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz    

Lector:  Greta Hanson 
    Acolyte: Autumn Wendorf 

Ushers:  Jim Lunde, Gary Gullickson & Myron Sime 
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 

 
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to 
abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are 
reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive 
this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the 
Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Loving Spirit” set by Porter 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P:  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!  
C:  Amen.  
 
P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  
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Silence is kept for reflection.  
P:  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You  

lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that   
nourish us. Blessed are you.  

C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 
P:  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 

journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.  

C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 
P:  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.  
C:  You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 
P:  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making 

us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and 
praise, now and forever. 

 C:  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN: “Gather Us In” #532 ELW  Vss. 1-4 

 
GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 LITANY 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,  
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 
 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
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SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven 

and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your 
children and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Sit 
FIRST READING:   Acts 17:22-31 
22-23 So Paul took his stand in the open space at the Areopagus and laid it out 
for them. “It is plain to see that you Athenians take your religion seriously. 
When I arrived here the other day, I was fascinated with all the shrines I came 
across. And then I found one inscribed, to the god nobody knows. I’m here to 
introduce you to this God so you can worship intelligently, know who you’re 
dealing with. 24-29 “The God who made the world and everything in it, this 
Master of sky and land, doesn’t live in custom-made shrines or need the 
human race to run errands for him, as if he couldn’t take care of himself. He 
makes the creatures; the creatures don’t make him. Starting from scratch, he 
made the entire human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty of 
time and space for living so we could seek after God, and not just grope 
around in the dark but actually find him. He doesn’t play hide-and-seek with 
us. He’s not remote; he’s near. We live and move in him, can’t get away from 
him! One of your poets said it well: ‘We’re the God-created.’ Well, if we are 
the God-created, it doesn’t make a lot of sense to think we could hire a 
sculptor to chisel a god out of stone for us, does it? 30-31 “God overlooks it as 
long as you don’t know any better—but that time is past. The unknown is now 
known, and he’s calling for a radical life-change. He has set a day when the 
entire human race will be judged and everything set right. And he has already 
appointed the judge, confirming him before everyone by raising him from the 
dead.” 
 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “Alleluia!”  page 124 ELW 
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 14th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL:   John 14:15-21 
15-17 “If you love me, show it by doing what I’ve told you. I will talk to the Father, 
and he’ll provide you another Friend so that you will always have someone 
with you. This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. The godless world can’t take him in 
because it doesn’t have eyes to see him, doesn’t know what to look for. But 
you know him already because he has been staying with you, and will even 
be in you! 18-20 “I will not leave you orphaned. I’m coming back. In just a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but you’re going to see me because I 
am alive and you’re about to come alive. At that moment you will know 
absolutely that I’m in my Father, and you’re in me, and I’m in you.   21 “The 
person who knows my commandments and keeps them, that’s who loves me. 
And the person who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him 
and make myself plain to him.” 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
SERMON 
Stand 
HYMN: “Love Divine, All Love Excelling” #631 ELW Vss. 1, 2 & 4 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence 
P:  God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in 

relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to 
proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young 

animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up 
stewards for the environment. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity 

among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first 
responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter 

any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and 
console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen 

cares for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and 
inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the 
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example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, 
forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY:  “Come Down, O Love Divine” Vaughn Williams/ Wonacott 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P:  Merciful God, 
C:  accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
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 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. The body of Christ   

given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.  
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Music is played as those who wish to come forward for communion come 
forward and kneel at the communion rail.  Others are invited to commune in 
your pew. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  Holy One, 
C:  through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 

all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn 

of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and  
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Oh, Sing to the Lord”  #822 ELW Vss. 1, 2 & 5 

  
POSTLUDE:  “We Know That Christ Is Raised”  Stanford/Keesecker 


