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“Love, Love, Love” 

Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

 
    The 14th of February is Valentine’s Day.  I loved Valentine’s Day as a child 
in grade school.  It meant a party at the end of the day and Valentine cards 
with CANDY.  What child doesn’t love that?   I grew up believing that       
Valentine’s Day is all about CANDY and cards and flowers.  You give them 
to your classmates and the people you care about. 
   Then I grew up I learned about the origin of the holiday.   I discovered 
there is more to it than CANDY.  There are a few Christian martyrs with the 
name “Valentine” but the day was probably dedicated to Saint Valentine, a 
3rd century priest.  He defied Emperor Claudius II by secretly marrying    
soldiers.  A soldier lived to fight – not love.  It didn’t matter if you were a 
priest.  You didn’t defy Rome.  He was executed on February 14th.  If I       
remember right, he was beheaded.   
    We sang a song in Worship Express a few weeks ago that is all about 
“love.”  It’s been around for some time.  Many of us sang it years ago in  
Vacation Bible School.  It is a hard song to forget.  It’s tune is simple and 
catchy.  

 
Love, love, love 

That's what it's all about. 
'Cause God loves us we love each other 

Mother, Father, Sister, Brother 
Everybody sing and shout! 

'Cause that's what it's all about. 
It's about love, love, love." 

    
   The song tells us Christians that like Valentine, and like our Lord and Sav-
ior, we are to be about “love.”  Valentine gave his life for the soldiers and 
their sweethearts.  Jesus loved us and the world so much he gave his life.  
And we are to be just as committed to the same kind of selfless, uncondi-
tional love of others whether or not we know them or they deserve it.  That 
is called “agape love” among Christians.  I don’t know if I can do that, but 
there is another song out there that speaks to our time, “What the World 
Needs Now.”   

   
"What the world needs now is love, sweet love,                                                                                                        
it's the only thing that there's just too little of; 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love, 

no, not just for some, but for everyone". 
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February Worship News 

8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship and 9:15 a.m. Worship Lite 

 

During Lent the 8:00 a.m. service is going to do something very traditional.  We are going to go back to 

setting 4 in the ELW and chant the liturgy.  Don’t worry!  It will be like riding a bike.   

 

Sunday, February 1:  Worship with Holy Communion   

The gospel lesson for today is Matthew 5:1-12 – The Sermon on the Mount.  Once again we will deal with 

the paradox that the people that are forgotten in this world are blessed in ways we cannot even begin to 

imagine in God’s kingdom. 

Preacher:  Pastor Paula 

 

Sunday, February 8:  Worship 

Today in the gospel God calls us to be  the “salt of this earth” and “a light in this world.”  Both images are 

easy for us to grasp, but to be “salt” and “light”?  Now, that is a challenge. 

Preacher:  Sandy Grant   Liturgist:  Pastor Paula  

 

Sunday, February 15:  Transfiguration Sunday - Worship with Holy Communion 

If we haven’t figure out by now just who Jesus, is God leaves no room for doubt after today’s gospel les-

son.  Jesus’ face and clothing light up like the sun and three of Jesus’ disciples hear a voice from heaven 

declare,” This is my Son!  Listen to him!” 

Preacher:  Pastor Paula   Children’s Word:  Jen Hoffman   

Special Music:  Chancel Choir and First Class Ringers 

The Sunday School Youth will also be singing at 9:15 so there will be wonderful music in 

worship today. 

   

Sunday, February 22:  Worship 

Jesus is tempted in the wilderness in today’s gospel lesson.  He is tempted with the very same things we 

are tempted by each and every day.   

Preacher:  Pastor Paula  

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 15 

8:45 – 9:15 a.m. 

MANNA CAFÉ 

 

We are meeting to pass our 2026 budget.  Copies of the Annual Report      and 

Budget will be available at the Information Desk beginning Sunday, February 

1.  Please pick one up and come with your questions.  You may also address 

them to Dave Erdman, Matt Hanson, Donna Olson or Pastor Paula before the 

meeting.  We would be happy to answer them. 
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Lent begins with 

 Ash Wednesday Worship 

Wednesday, February 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

This year, following Ash Wednesday, our Order 

of Worship will be Holden Village Evening 

Prayer.  Its music is beautiful and calming.  For our Lenten Series we will take a closer look 

at the Ten Commandments.  We studied them in confirmation, but may not have thought 

much of them since.  It is the Season of Lent and during this season Luther encourages us to 

take a look at our lives using the Ten Commandments as a standard.  Remembering that God 

gave them to us as a guide to living a rich and meaningful life, how are we doing?  We begin 

with #10 and count down to #1.  Since there are ten, we will need of cover more than one of 

them some of the weeks during Lent.   

 

Ash Wednesday, February 18 – The Ninth and Tenth Com-

mandments 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house” and “You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, or male and female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Wednesday, February 25 – The Eighth Commandment 

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 

 

Wednesday, March 4 – The Sixth Commandment and Seventh Commandments 

“You shall not commit adultery” and “You shall not steal.”  

 

Wednesday, March 11 – The Fifth Commandment  

“You shall not murder.”  
 

Wednesday, March 18 – The Fourth Commandment 

“Honor your father and your mother.” 

 

Wednesday, March 25 – The First, Second and Third Commandments 

“You shall have no other gods,” “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God,” and 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” 

THERE WILL BE LENTEN CHILDREN’S CHURCH in the gym starting at 6:00 p.m.  It 

will include a Bible story, a game and a craft or object lesson, so please plan on            

attending as a family. The nursery will also be open for the little ones.  
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New Member Sunday – March 8th at both Services 

New members will officially be received into our faith community on Sunday, March 8 

at both services.  If you know anyone who is interested in joining or if you are that       

someone, please contact the church office so Pastor Paula can arrange a visit.   
 

New Member Orientation will be on Sunday, February 22 and on  March 1      
immediately following the 9:15 a.m. Express Service.  You can choose either Sunday to attend the          
orientation.  We meet in the Conference Room right off the Narthex.  Feel free to bring a cup of coffee 
and a snack.  We ask that people come prepared to have your photo taken.  It is an informal time to get 
to know one another and to share information about the congregation. 
 
 

 

 

We are collecting for Stoughton Food Pantry thru Fat Tuesday, 

 February 17th 

Christ Lutheran is collecting food for the Stoughton Food Pantry and continues collecting 
through Fat Tuesday, February 17th.  We have less time than usual to meet our goal.  Let’s 
be God’s hand and feet in this world and start bringing groceries or making financial     
donations.  Thrivent will help us  to reach our goal by donating 2 - $250 Seed Actions 
Grants.  On February 8th our 5th – 8th  Graders will make their yearly grocery run to 
Walmart and ALDI.  They will meet in the Narthex at 9:15 a.m. and will compete to see 
which class can purchase the heaviest groceries.  We are asking for parent volunteers to 
help drive that morning.  With less time to donate,  our goal is 2 tons or 4000 pounds, but 
that doesn’t mean we can’t collect more.  This year a $2 donation equals 1 pound of food. 

 

ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard  

During Epiphany we focused on feeding people in our community.  During Lent we raise 
funds for the ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard and feed people who are part of our global 
community.  Let’s see how many cows, goats, sheep, pigs, chickens and bees we can buy.  
When you give a family chickens they not only eat, but have a means of producing an       
income that will send their children to school and give them hope for tomorrow.  

 

Bake Days for Upcoming Garage Sale/Bake Sale/Silent Auction  and Manna Café 

Our Garage Sale is coming up on March 13 and 14 and we need to start baking for the “Bake 

Sale” portion of that event.  Last year was unbelievable.  We baked and we baked and we 

baked more baked goods than ever before and it was almost all gone 2 hours into the garage 

sale.  If you would like to join us in the kitchen and bake, we would love to have you.  We buy 

the flour, sugar, etc.  You supply labor and your best recipes.  We have other opportunities to help with 

the garage sale if baking is not your strength.  See the Sign-up Genius link on page 5.  

Baking Dates Below:  

Saturday, February 14 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon Mardi Gras prep  and set-up as well 

Saturday, February 21 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon  

Friday, February 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 28 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. 

Friday, March 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and Sunday March 8 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 



At the end of the first chapter of John’s Gospel is the story of Phillip inviting Nathanael to      
come and see Jesus of Nazareth. I had read this rather short story before, and remember being       
somewhat confused about the reactions of both Jesus and Nathanael to each other. 

Nathanael shows a little cynicism within himself when he lets Phillip know his opinion of Naza-
reth (Can anything good come out of Nazareth?)  I generally find that cynicism and frustration 
walk hand and hand in the people I’ve known. When they meet, Jesus comments “Behold an    
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile.” (no deceit or deception, innocent). My guess is he 
would say what he was thinking so you didn’t have to wonder about what he meant. Jesus’     
statement surprises him as he knew they had never even met before. How can he know anything 
about me? When Jesus says He saw him under the fig tree, it initially struck me as a rather odd 
response and then just as odd, Nathanael’s response to Jesus. That Jesus saw him under the fig 
tree would make him declare that Jesus was the Son of God. 

Something pretty significant had to have taken place under that fig tree for Jesus to bring it up 
and Nathanael to respond like that. As far as I know there were no ceremonies for the Jews that 
would have been done under a fig tree. My guess is that the significance of the fig tree was that it 
was in a very remote place and Nathanael could see and know that he was alone with no one else 
around. If he was frustrated, whether within his life or possibly with the Jewish leaders of the 
day, I think he probably poured out his heart to God there, honestly asking God to give him some 
answers and help him make sense of the things that were bothering him. The thing was, the only 
ones that knew what took place would have been himself and God. For Jesus to say, “I saw you 
under the fig tree”, would probably have taken the breath right out of him. Only God knew         
Nathanael was there. This has to be the Son of God and God’s answer to his prayer. 

Maybe  there is a better explanation than what I can imagine took place, but the most important 
thing was the impact Jesus had on cynical Nathanael’s life and his faith. Nathanael did become 
one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus, but is renamed Bartholemew, just as Simon became Peter 
and later on Saul became Paul. There was a definite change in Nathanael’s life. 

 

 

 

We love to have everyone get involved in whatever way that they are called to         
participate.  We still have  many volunteer opportunities for one time help or        
multiple times helping for the following: lecturing, Kitchen help, bringing treats on 
Sundays, or ushering at the 9:15 a.m. service.  We can also use help at all of our     
upcoming events: Mardi Gras, Lenten Suppers, GARAGE SALE, Easter Breakfast, 
Sunday School Sock Hop and Syttende Mai.  Links to Sign-Up Genius for the events 
listed above for Volunteer Opportunities or call Jean in the office for any questions 
or signing up to help as an usher or lector. Or call Jenny for any questions or to help 
in the kitchen for Meals and Memories, Food and Fellowship help on Wednesday     
afternoons or Sunday Mornings for bringing treats or helping in the kitchen for 
Sunday morning Fellowship at 608-873-9353: 

 

Mardi Gras:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094BADA72AA0FC1-58551460-mardi 
 

Lenten Suppers: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094BADA72AA0FC1-58551832-wednesday 
 

Garage Sale: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094BADA72AA0FC1-58551465-garage 
 

Easter Breakfast: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094BADA72AA0FC1-58520546-easter 
 

Sunday School Sock Hop:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094BADA72AA0FC1-58551469-copy 
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GO AND TELL BY ROGER SLACK 
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Don’t miss the first Garage Sale of the Season! 

 

Garage Sale/Silent Auction/Bake Sale/Manna Café 
Christ Lutheran in Stoughton! 

700 County Road B 
A gym, 4 classrooms and a hallway full of stuff! 

 
FOOD FOR SALE IN THE MANNA CAFÉ! 

Meatballs and Mashed Potatoes, Homemade Soups,  
Corned Beef and Cabbage, Egg Salad,   

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches and much more! 
 

Friday, March 13th   9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 14th   9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

PUBLIC IS WELCOME! 
 

This event is a fundraiser for the  
CLC Youth Mission Trip to Alaska. 

 
Christ Lutheran members may start bringing items for the Garage Sale on Saturday, March 7 from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Sunday, March 8 from 1 – 5 p.m.  It you have items you need to get out of the 
house immediately we do have some storage space.  If you need anything picked up please let 
Jen Hoffman or Pastor Paula know.   

 
There will be plenty of opportunities for the congregation to volunteer to help out with this event.  
WE NEED YOUR HELP.  A sign up sheet will be out in the narthex by mid February.   It is quite the 
event. The gym, four classrooms and the hallways are filled with items for sale, the narthex has 8 
or more tables filled with baked goods to sell, there are three tables full of Silent Auction items 
( We are always looking for things to auction off.  Do you have a treasure at home you no longer 
need and would like to donate?)  and the Manna Café has a select menu of delicious food to pur-
chase.  This is one of the youth’s major fundraisers for their Mission Trip.  
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Wednesday Evening/ Confirmation Dinners   

Dinner is served from 5:30– 6:30 p.m. A minimum donation of $8.00 is           sug-

gested to help cover the cost of food. Confirmation students and their families, God 

and Game participants and their families, our Seniors and really anyone who is    in-

terested in attending is invited. Enjoy an hour of good food and good fellowship.  
 

February 4 

Tacos, Refried Beans, Spanish Rice (GF options for all three) 

Cookies and Ice Cream, White or Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice or Coffee 
 

February 11 

Meatballs and Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Swedish Rye Bread 

Chocolate, Apple Sauce or Raspberries over Ice Cream, White or Chocolate Milk, Apple Juice or Coffee 
 

God and Games  

Wednesday evenings 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Grades 3rd – 6th 

It doesn’t matter if you are a regular or not, you are always welcome.  It’s winter out there.  
Come to church and run off some excess energy with your friends.  Yes, you can invite 
friends!  Alani Estervig and Libby Conant would both love to meet you.  The evening starts 
out with a short devotional and continues with fun and games.   

 
 
 

 

Lenten Supper Menus for February and March 

Supper is served from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  A donation of $8 per person is requested. 

Come and enjoy some wonderful fellowship.  There is a GF option at every meal. 
 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18 

Homemade Mac and Cheese or Scalloped Potatoes and Ham (GF) , Veggies and Ranch Dressing,     

Swedish Rye Bread, Rice Krispies, Cookies, Ice Cream, Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk and Apple 

Juice 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 25 

Baked Chicken (GF), Pigs is a Blanket (Hot Dogs wrapped in Biscuit), Cheesy Potatoes, Baked            

Potatoes, Chips, Green Salad, Brownies, Fudge, Raspberries, Ice Cream, Coffee, White and Chocolate 

Milk and Apple Juice 
 

Wednesday, March 4 

Chile or Potato Bacon Chowder (GF), Grilled Cheese, Egg Salad, Apple or Cherry Crisp with Ice Cream,     

Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice 
 

Wednesday, March 11 

Lasagna (both regular and GF), Garlic Bread, Green Salad, Cookies and Ice Cream, Coffee, White and 

Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice 
 

Wednesday, March 18 

Beef Stew (GF), Salad, Swedish Rye Bread and White Buns, Bread Pudding and a variety of Pies,       

Coffee, White and Chocolate Milk and Apple Juice 
 

Wednesday, March 25 

Meatloaf (GF), Cheesy or Baked Potatoes, Green Beans and Salad, Swedish Rye Bread 

Rice Krispies and Cookies, Coffee, Milk and Apple Juice 
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 On Sunday, February 8th our 5th through 8th Graders will be going to Walmart or 
ALDI as a service day to purchase food for the Food Drive using money from Thrivent 
Grants.  We will need parents to help with transporting kids and helping kids pick out items 
using their budget.  We will leave at 9:15 a.m. and return by the end of Sunday School. 

Our Sunday School classes will have a classroom competition to compete for the class that collected the 
most food items for above.  The class with the heaviest weight of food and/or most money collected for 
the food Pantry by Sunday the 15th of February will earn a classroom party.  If you are donating food for 
a specific class you can bring the food directly to the classroom.  Money can be turned in  to the offering 
plate in an envelope or given to Jean the office manager, but please indicate which class the money needs 
to get credited towards when you turn in the money so that we can track it.   

Our Sunday School Kids will all be singing in Church on Sunday, 
February 15th during the 9:15 a.m. Worship Express      
Service.  We hope all of the kids can be there.  We are practicing 
the song the next several weeks to be ready to perform.  Also, this is 
the day of our Mardi Gras celebration immediately following Sun-
day School.  This would be a great day to come to church, watch the 
kids sing, have them see their friends in class and enjoy  a lesson 
with the Sunday School staff and then celebrate the collecting of 
items for the food pantry.   

 

Children’s Church (Bible Story, Game, and craft)  

When: Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 p.m. February 18th, 25th,  

March 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 

Where: In the Gym 

Who: Kids from 3 years-old through 6th Grade.  

Themes we will cover during the 6th week’s of Lent: Love God, Love your Neighbor, The Golden Rule, 

Compassion and Service, Forgiveness and Repentance, Faith and Humility.  We will examine these      

concepts through stories in the Bible that are not often covered during the Sunday School three year     

curriculum due to when they occur in the year.  Kids will get to interact with a Bible Story through the 

Word using many different styles of learning.   

 

4th Grade – First Communion Instruction will begin on Sunday,                 

February 22nd, March 1st, 8th and 15th at 10:45 a.m. 4th Grade Students         

and their Parents will meet with Pastor Paula to receive 1st Communion instruction. 

Wednesday, April 1st at 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 4th Graders: Meet with               

Pastor Paula and Jenny Hoffman to make bread  for the church service on Maundy        

Thursday April 2nd at 6:30 p.m. where 4th Graders will receive their                                      

1st Communion. 

 

The Confirmation students will have classroom instruction for confirmation through        

Wednesday, February 11th.  Then they are expected to attend the Lenten services 

on    Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. instead of the classroom instruction.  They should 

attend the Wednesday night services and fill out a sermon note each week and turn it 

in.  We will resume classroom instruction on Wednesday, April 8th at 6:30 p.m.  

Please note that we will continue having Wednesday evening meals each week through-

out Lent and we hope that you can join your kids in a meal and attend services with 

them.  It is a great experience as a family and we hope to see you all there.   

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND CONFIRMATION NEWS  

Picture of Sunday school kids singing on Sunday 

October 12th. October  
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Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 2026 

Monday, July 20 – July 26 

Youth in Grades 7-12 and ALL INTERESTED ADULTS     

Cost:  $500  $450 after $50 campership 
 

   The trip is in late July.  We will be home before football starts.   

   As always, to keep our costs down, we pack out our own food and tents and provide as many of our own 

Duluth packs as possible.  We have 15. The Outfitter provides the canoes, paddles, life jackets, a few Du-

luth packs, bunkhouse accommodations for Monday, July 20, breakfast the following morning and a 

shower when we come off trails. 

   We leave early Monday, July 20.  By early I mean at 6:00 a.m.  That means you need to be at the church 

by 5:30 a.m. to pack. Why so early?  We have 500 miles to travel.  Bring food to snack on in the vehicles.  

We stop at Duluth harbor for lunch.  Bring a packed lunch if you like, but food MAY be purchased there.  

We arrive in Grand Marais around 4:00 p.m.  We hang out for a while and have pizza at Ole and Lena’s 

around 5:30 p.m.  After eating we finish the trip up the Gunflint to Voyageur Outfitters.  The cost of that 

meal is part of the trip.   

   What do you do in the Boundary Waters?  You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an open fire, 

swim, fish, enjoy the wilderness and the people you are with.  Bring a book to read and some small porta-

ble games.  We come off the water between 7 - 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, shower, pack up and leave for home.  

The cost of the trip also covers breakfast/lunch at the Mid Trail Cafe about 30 miles south of the Outfit-

ters on the way home.  We usually arrive home about 10:00 p.m.  For youth who can drive, parents may 

want to leave a car in the church parking lot.  Once you have signed up, we will share with you a list of 

items that you will need to pack.  REGISTRATION FORMS ARE ON THE INFORMATION DESK 

Open Gym here at CLC  - Coffee, Chaos and Community.  

(Families with little ones, we will also have the nursery open)   

What: Free Open Gym for kids and families  

When: Thursday, February 12th, from 9:30  a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Who: This is open for kids from birth through Pre-K.  Nursery is available  

We have snacks including coffee and treats for the parents/grandparents/
caregivers.  We read a story, do a craft and play games in the gym. Perfect opportunity for your kids to 
get some exercise and playtime in a new environment with new toys and new friends.  Our Theme this 
month is: Friendship  



ADULT PROGRAMMING FOR FEBRUARY 
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February Hymn Nerds 

Breakfast & Books – A Book Study 

Sunrise Restaurant 

Thursday Mornings 9:30 a.m. 

We are back at it on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.  Please, come join 

us.  There is always room for more at the table. We have a new 

book starting in February.  

Ageless Adventures  are going to Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson 

Friday, February 20 for the musical “Beehive.”  Those who have signed up 

meet at church at 10:00 a.m.  We will load the cars and head out for a wonderful day 

of music and fellowship. 

Meals and Memories 
Tuesday, February 17th 
11:30 a.m. 
Cost:  $12 
Program:  “We Love our Coffee and Chocolate” 
Brook, the owner of Yahara Chocolate will join us with samples to share the 
story of his love for two items many of us would find hard to live without,    
coffee and chocolate. 
 
Menu:  Beef Stroganoff, Green Salad, Green Beans, Butter Bites and         
Swedish Rye Bread, Almond Cake with Raspberries and Whipped Cream, 
Milk and Coffee  

On February 1st we will be singing, “Let Streams of Living Justice” ELW #710, a relatively new hymn 
for our congregation written by William Whitla in 1989 as a response to the events in Tiananmen 
Square, in Beijing, China; and dedicated to the mothers of the disappeared (Argentina 1977). It was 
first published in the hymnal “Sing Justice, Do Justice”, the result of the Hymn Society in the United 
States and Canada’s international search for new hymns on the subject of social justice.  It is set to 
THAXTED, a tune by Gustav Holst and uses a melody from the "Jupiter" movement of his suite The 
Planets. 

Left: Kids singing with Pastor Paula at the 9:15 Worship Express service. Right: The choir singing at 

the 8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship service 
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700 County Highway B 
Stoughton, WI 53589 
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“ S o  w e  a r e                   

a m b a s s a d o r s  f o r  

C h r i s t … ”  -  

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 2 0  

Given by: In Memory of: 

Linda Trunzo Rodney Trunzo 

December 14: Maverick Mitchell Fuller 

son of Mitchell and Sydney Fuller 
December 7: Eowyn Maeve Severson, 

daughter of Jacob Severson and Taylor-

Brikowski. 

We are running a correction from last month.  We had the names switched for the baptism 

pictures.  Pease see the corrected ones below.  


