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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
9:15 AM Worship Express  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
February 1, 2026  

 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz    
Lector:  Sandy Grant 
Acolyte: Olivia Hays  

Ushers:  Steve Peterson 
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 

 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, 
and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed 
identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Let Streams of Living Justice” Holst/Stevens 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
      the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
C:  Amen 
 
P.  Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
Brief silence for reflection. 
P:  Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C:  you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests 
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      at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty   
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.  
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy,and walk humbly with you,  
our God. 

       Amen. 
 
P:  The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 
      Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness  

of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you 
strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C:  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN: “Jesus in the Morning”  

Vs. 1:  Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning,  Jesus in the noontime, 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down. 

 
Vs. 2  Love him 

Vs. 3:  Serve him 
Vs. 4:  Praise him 

 
GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
 
P:  In the Word was life,  
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
 
P:  The word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: “We are Marching in the Light of God”   
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We are marching in the light of God,  
we are marching in the light of God. (2 times) 

 We are marching, marching, we are marching, marching,  
we are marching in the light of God. (2 times) 

  
Vs. 2: We are praying  
Vs. 3: We are singing   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to 

the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
GOD’S WORD SONG: “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  

Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp, and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine. 
 

God’s Word is announced… 
P:  God’s Word according to Micah the 6th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
God’s Word: Micah 6:1-8 
Listen now, listen to God: “Take your stand in court. If you have a complaint, 
tell the mountains; make your case to the hills. And now, Mountains, 
hear God’s case; listen, Jury Earth—For I am bringing charges against my 
people. I am building a case against Israel.3-5 “Dear people, how have I done 
you wrong? Have I burdened you, worn you out? Answer! I delivered you from 
a bad life in Egypt; I paid a good price to get you out of slavery. I sent Moses to 
lead you— and Aaron and Miriam to boot! Remember what Balak king of Moab 
tried to pull, and how Balaam son of Beor turned the tables on him. 



4 
 

Remember all those stories about Shittim and Gilgal. Keep all God’s salvation 
stories fresh and present.” 
 
God’s People (Congregation): How can I stand up before God and show 
proper respect to the high God?  Should I bring an armload of 
offerings topped off with yearling calves?  Would God be impressed with 
thousands of rams, with buckets and barrels of olive oil? Would he be 
moved if I sacrificed my firstborn child, my precious baby, to cancel my 
sin?  
 
Narrator:  But he’s already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is 
looking for in men and women. It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to 
your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, And don’t take 
yourself too seriously—take God seriously. 
 
P:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S WORD/ WORD 
Refrain to “We Are Called” 
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Stand 
HYMN: “Let Streams of Living Justice”  ELW #710   

 
 

 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord? 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY SONG:  “This Little Light of Mine”  

Vs. 1: This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine.  (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine  let it shine. 

 
Vs. 2:  Ev’rywhere I go, I’m goin’ let it shine.  (3 times) 

Let it shine, let it shine  let it shine. 
 

Vs. 3:  Jesus gave it to me, I’m goin’ let it shine.  (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine  let it shine. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
      Come to the table; taste and see. The body of Christ given for you. The 

blood of Christ shed for you.  
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Music is played as those who wish to come forward for communion come 
forward and kneel at the communion rail.  Others are invited to commune in 
your pew. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  Radiant God, 
C:  we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 

his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this 
table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

      and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your 

heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: “Rise Up, O Saints of God” Walter/Wold 
 


