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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
9:15 a.m. Worship Express 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
November 9, 2025 

 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz   
Lector:  Steve Peterson 

Acolytes:   
Ushers:  Joshua, Meredith, addy, josie and Olivia Borchert 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 
 
We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. 
Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many 
as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this 
Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the living. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “June’s Lullaby” by Richard Woods  

Dulcimer: Karen Warwick 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Faithful God, 
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C:  you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your 
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not 
embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our 
neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, 

      trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our 
relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and 
bring us to new life. Amen. 

 
P:  God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
C:  Amen. 
Stand 
GATHERING SONG: “What a Fellowship. What a Joy Divine”  ELW #744 

Vs. 1:  What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.   

 
Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Vs. 2:  Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain… 

 
Vs. 3:  What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 

leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain… 

 
GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  You are the treasured people of the Lord. 



 

3 
 

C:  a people holy to the Lord our God. 
 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
C:  Talk about them when you are home and when you are away, when you 

lie down and when you rise. 
 
P:  One does not live by bread alone, 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: “Blessed Assurance”  ELW #638 

Vs. 1:  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Vs. 3: Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain… 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew 

and direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and 
the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the 
joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Help Us, O Lord”  Dakota Road 

Help us, O Lord, to hear your word.  
Open our hearts to feel your word.  

Give us the strength to live your word each day.  
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 20th Chapter.    
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C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-38   
Narrator:  Some Sadducees came up. This is the Jewish party that denies any 

possibility of resurrection. They asked,  
Sadducees (Men and Boys): Teacher, Moses wrote us that if a man dies 

and leaves a wife but no child, his brother is obligated to marry her and 
give her children. Well, there once were seven brothers. The first took a 
wife. He died childless. The second married her and died, then the 
third, and eventually all seven had their turn, but no child. After all 
that, the wife died. That wife, now—in the resurrection whose wife is 
she? All seven married her.    

Narrator:  Jesus said.   
Jesus  (Women and Girls):  Marriage is a major preoccupation here, but 

not there. Those who are included in the resurrection of the dead will 
no longer be concerned with marriage nor, of course, with death. They 
will have better things to think about, if you can believe it. All ecstasies 
and intimacies then will be with God. Even Moses exclaimed about 
resurrection at the burning bush, saying, ‘God: God of Abraham, God of 
Isaac, God of Jacob!’ God isn’t the God of dead men, but of the living. 
To him all are alive. 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
CHILDREN’S WORD AND WORD 
Stand 
SONG OF THE WORD: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” ELW #763 

Vs. 1:  My life flows on in endless song; 
 above earth's lamentation, 

 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
 that hails a new creation. 

 
Refrain:  No storm can shake my inmost calm 

 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

 how can I keep from singing? 
 

Vs.  2:  Through all the tumult and the strife, 
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 I hear that music ringing. 
 It finds an echo in my soul.  

How can I keep from singing?  Refrain… 
 

Vs. 4:  The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
 a fountain ever springing! 

 All things are mine since I am his! 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain… 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord? 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
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P:  God our Redeemer, bless all your church and its leaders. Set all hearts on 
you from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return. Hear 
us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and 

streams, for all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural 
resources and the lands from which they come. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for 

those needing support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged 
with the governance and protection of vulnerable populations. Bring an 
end to war throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always 

and already here. Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, 
unsafe in spirit, or unwell in body. Comfort those who suffer from trauma 
and exposure to traumatic events. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERING SONG:  “Everybody’s Got Something to Offer”  Dakota Road 

Refrain:  Everybody’s got something to offer; 
young and old the prince and the pauper. 

Everybody’s got something to offer 
in the name of the Lord. 

 
Vs. 1:  To the lost and the lonely ones 

the message it is clear; 
we have all got a gift to give 
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our hands, our hearts, our tears.  Refrain… 
 

Vs. 2:  To the believers gathered here 
The message it is true; 

we have all got a gift to give 
in all we say and do.  Refrain… 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, 
       and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity 

bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Christ, the Life of All the Living” set by Organ 
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