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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Reformation Sunday 

20th Sunday after Penticost 

October 26, 2025 

8:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz    

Acolytes:  Olivia Hayes & Beckett Nelson  

Lector:  Marti Conant 

Ushers:  Sue Walls, Sandra Maerz, Sue Weum & Sharon Manson 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 
 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be 
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to 
do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we 
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP “Soli Deo Gloria” Haugen/Keesecker 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C:  Amen 
 
P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 

one another. 
Brief silence for reflection. 
P:  Merciful and loving God, 
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C:  We are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 
about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen. 

 
P:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 

world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C:  Amen. 
Stand  
HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW #504  

Vs. 1:  A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

Vs. 3:  Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
 

Vs. 4:  God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever! 

 
GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  You are the treasured people of the Lord. 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God. 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
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C:  Talk about them when you are home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 

P:  One does not live by bread alone, 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” ELW #848  

Vs. 1:  Give to our God immortal praise! Mercy and truth are all his ways. 
Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat his mercies in your song. 

 
Vs. 2:  He sent his Son with pow'r to save from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat his mercies in your song. 
 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth 

and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where 
in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in 
need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31-32 “That’s right. The time is coming when I will make a brand-new covenant with 
Israel and Judah. It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors 
when I took their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that 
covenant even though I did my part as their Master.” God’s Decree. 33-34 “This is 
the brand-new covenant that I will make with Israel when the time comes. I will 
put my law within them—write it on their hearts!—and be their God. And they 
will be my people. They will no longer go around setting up schools to teach each 
other about God. They’ll know me firsthand, the dull and the bright, the smart 
and the slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for each of them. I’ll forget they ever 
sinned!” God’s Decree. 
 
L:  The word of the Lord. 
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C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW #517 vs. 1 

Vs. 1:  Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
and bring to naught all he has done. 

 
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
31-32 Then Jesus turned to the Jews who had claimed to believe in him. “If you 
stick with this, living out what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then 
you will experience for yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.” 
33 Surprised, they said, “But we’re descendants of Abraham. We’ve never 
been slaves to anyone. How can you say, ‘The truth will free you’?” 
34-38 Jesus said, “I tell you most solemnly that anyone who chooses a life of sin 
is trapped in a dead-end life and is, in fact, a slave. A slave can’t come and go 
at will. The Son, though, has an established position, the run of the house. So 
if the Son sets you free, you are free through and through. I know you are 
Abraham’s descendants. But I also know that you are trying to kill me 
because my message hasn’t yet penetrated your thick skulls.  
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW #597  

Vs. 1:  My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
no merit of my own I claim,  but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 
Refrain:  On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  

all other ground is sinking sand, 
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Vs. 3:  His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 
when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.   

Refrain… 
 

Vs. 4:  When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 
clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!  

Refrain… 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all creation. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by 

your word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all 
creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of 
grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
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P:  Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those 
who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered 
species throughout the world. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the 

norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and 
justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and purpose. God of 
grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who 

are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment 
insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill. Be our 
stronghold at all times. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding 

and reconciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian 
traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have 
caused one another. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us 

hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY “Founded on Faith” Weber 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
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P:  Lord of the harvest, 
C:  we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our 

hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
     Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
     through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
     The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Music is played as those who wish to come forward for communion come forward 
and kneel at the communion rail.  Others are invited to commune in your pew. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be 

your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food 

to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING HYMN: “On What Has Now Been Sown” ELW #550 
Vs. 1:  On what has now been sown your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 the pow'r is yours alone to make it sprout and grow. 

 O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, and yours alone shall be the praise! 

 

Vs. 2:  To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow'rs; 

 accept what is your own and pardon what is ours. 

 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive and to your word a blessing give. 

 

Vs. 3:  Oh, grant that each of us, now met before you here, 

 may meet together thus  when you and yours appear, 

 and follow you to heav'n, our home.  E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

 

POSTLUDE: “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” Doran/Miller 


