
 

1 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 14, 2025 
Rally Sunday 

8:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz    Lector:  Cindy Flory 
Acolytes:  Charlie Brabender & Slayton Hoverson 

Ushers:  Jim Lunde, Dan Matson, Myron Sime & Garry Gullickson 
Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 

 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: 
This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves 
the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy 
reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Brethren, We Have Met To Worship” set by Burroughs 

First Class Ringers 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of    

one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Merciful and loving God, 
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C:  we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 
about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen. 

 
P:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 

world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C:  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN:  “Gather Us In ”   ELW #532  

Vs. 1:  Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

Vs. 2:  We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 
Vs. 3:  Here we will take the wine and the water, 

here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
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GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  You are a treasured people of the Lord, 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God 
 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart: teach them to your children 
C:  Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you 

lie down and when you rise. 
 
P:  One does not live by bread alone. 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “O, Sing to the Lord”  ELW #822 Vs. 1,2,4 & 5 

Vs. 1:  Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

Vs. 2:  For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

Vs. 4:  Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 

Vs. 5:  For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
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SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all 

those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may 
reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our 
life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 
Anthem: “We All Are One In the Lord” by Besig and Price  Chancel Choir 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
7-8 God spoke to Moses, “Go! Get down there! Your people whom you brought up 
from the land of Egypt have fallen to pieces. In no time at all they’ve turned away 
from the way I commanded them: They made a molten calf and worshiped it. 
They’ve sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are the gods, O Israel, that brought you up 
from the land of Egypt!’” 9-10 God said to Moses, “I look at this people—oh! what a 
stubborn, hard-headed people! Let me alone now, give my anger free reign to 
burst into flames and incinerate them. But I’ll make a great nation out of you.” 
11-13 Moses tried to calm his God down. He said, “Why, God, would you lose your 
temper with your people? Why, you brought them out of Egypt in a tremendous 
demonstration of power and strength. Why let the Egyptians say, ‘He had it in for 
them—he brought them out so he could kill them in the mountains, wipe them 
right off the face of the Earth.’ Stop your anger. Think twice about bringing evil 
against your people! Think of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants to whom 
you gave your word, telling them ‘I will give you many children, as many as the 
stars in the sky, and I’ll give this land to your children as their land forever.’” 
14 And God did think twice. He decided not to do the evil he had threatened 
against his people. 
 
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “ I Love to Tell the Story” ELW #661 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
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I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory to tell the old, 
old story of Jesus and his love. 

 
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 
1-3 By this time a lot of men and women of questionable reputation were hanging 
around Jesus, listening intently. The Pharisees and religion scholars were not 
pleased, not at all pleased. They growled, “He takes in sinners and eats meals with 
them, treating them like old friends.” Their grumbling triggered this story. 
4-7 “Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep and lost one. Wouldn’t you leave 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the lost one until you found it? 
When found, you can be sure you would put it across your shoulders, rejoicing, 
and when you got home call in your friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate with 
me! I’ve found my lost sheep!’ Count on it—there’s more joy in heaven over one 
sinner’s rescued life than over ninety-nine good people in no need of rescue. 
8-10 “Or imagine a woman who has ten coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp 
and scour the house, looking in every nook and cranny until she finds it? And 
when she finds it you can be sure she’ll call her friends and neighbors: ‘Celebrate 
with me! I found my lost coin!’ Count on it—that’s the kind of party God’s angels 
throw every time one lost soul turns to God.” 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
SERMON 
Stand 
HYMN: “In Christ There Is No East or West”  ELW #650 

Vs. 1:  In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, 
but one community of love throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Vs. 2:  In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywhere their high communion find; 

his service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 
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Vs. 3:  Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate’er your race may be. 
All children of the loving God are surely kin to me. 

 
Vs. 4:  In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north; 

all Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in 

need.  
A Brief Silence 
P:  Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times 

when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of 
love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God of grace,  

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed 

this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have 
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made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your 
creation to its fullness. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct 

them to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them 
instruments of your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote 
peace. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to 

those who are sick, grieving, or in pain. Give us compassionate hearts to 
accompany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. 
God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply 

us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and 
generosity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console 

those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. 
C:  Amen 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY: “Can You Feel the Seasons Turning” Set by Evans 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
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      Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who 
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 
suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
WORDS OF INSTUTITION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
      The body of Christ given for you, The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Music is played as those who wish to come forward for communion come forward 
and kneel at the communion rail.  Others are invited to commune in your pew. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be 

your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 
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ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING 
P:  The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food 

to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Go to the World” ACS #991  

Vs. 1:  Go to the world! Go into all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth, 

baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Vs. 2:  Go to the world! Go into ev'ry place. 
Go live the word of God's redeeming grace. 

Go seek God's presence in each time and space. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Vs. 3:  Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 

the nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ's own way. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE: “Sine Nomine” Vaugh Williams/Callahan 


