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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 31, 2025 
9:00 AM Traditional Worship 

 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

      Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz    Lector:  Lucas Peterson 
Liturgist: Sandy Grant 

Acolytes:  Addy Borchert 
Ushers:  David Olson & Austin Gallagher 

Technical Support: Thomas Lehr, Roger Slack 
 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy 
baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that 
same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more 
inviting still. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Come Christians, Join to Sing” set by Mayo 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Merciful God, 
C:  You free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own    

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
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generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life.  Amen. 

 
P:  You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the            

cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are 
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

C:  Amen. 
Stand 
HYMN:  “Blessed Assurance”  ELW #638  

Vs. 1:  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Vs. 2:  Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain… 

 
Vs. 3:  Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain… 
 

GREETING    
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  You are a treasured people of the Lord, 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God 
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P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart: teach them to your children 
C:  Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you 

lie down and when you rise. 
 
P:  One does not live by bread alone. 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “When Morning Gilds The Skies”  ELW #853   

Vs. 1:  When morning gilds the skies,  my heart awaking cries: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! When evening shadows fall, 

 this rings my curfew call: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Vs. 4:  Let all of humankind in this their concord find: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! Let all the earth around 

 ring joyous with the sound: may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 

humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the 
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a 
6-7 Don’t work yourself into the spotlight; don’t push your way into the place of 
prominence. It’s better to be promoted to a place of honor than face humiliation 
by being demoted. 
 
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW #172   

Halle, halle, halle- lu-jah. Halle, halle, halle – lu -jah. 
Halle, halle, halle – lu- jah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 



 

4 
 

 
The Gospel is announced… 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 14th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
1One time when Jesus went for a Sabbath meal with one of the top leaders of the 
Pharisees, all the guests had their eyes on him, watching his every move. 7-9 He 
went on to tell a story to the guests around the table. Noticing how each had tried 
to elbow into the place of honor, he said, “When someone invites you to dinner, 
don’t take the place of honor. Somebody more important than you might have 
been invited by the host. Then he’ll come and call out in front of everybody, 
‘You’re in the wrong place. The place of honor belongs to this man.’ Embarrassed, 
you’ll have to make your way to the very last table, the only place left. 10-11 “When 
you’re invited to dinner, go and sit at the last place. Then when the host comes he 
may very well say, ‘Friend, come up to the front.’ That will give the dinner guests 
something to talk about! What I’m saying is, If you walk around all high and 
mighty, you’re going to end up flat on your face. But if you’re content to be simply 
yourself, you will become more than yourself.” 12-14 Then he turned to the host. 
“The next time you put on a dinner, don’t just invite your friends and family and 
rich neighbors, the kind of people who will return the favor. Invite some people 
who never get invited out, the misfits from the wrong side of the tracks. You’ll 
be—and experience—a blessing. They won’t be able to return the favor, but the 
favor will be returned—oh, how it will be returned!—at the resurrection of God’s 
people.” 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
SERMON: Hymn Sing 
Stand 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
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    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God 

is near. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school 

teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the 
word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O 
God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor 

in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, 
and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their 
sustenance. Hear us, O God 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide 

them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, 
make us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O 
God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of 

vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or 
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struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your 
loving presence. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and 

greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed 
and nourish us. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we 

offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and 
forever. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one 

who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Sit 
OFFERTORY: “How Can I Keep From Singing” Lowry/Keesecker 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
 
BLESSING 
P:  The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW  #547 
 
POSTLUDE: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Set by Carter 
 
 


