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LENTEN WORSHIP – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 
THE STORY OF MOSES AND THE EXODUS 

WEEK 4:  “The Wilderness School” 
 

Prelude   
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Holden Village Evening Prayer 

 
Service of Light and Evening Hymn    p. 2 - 3 
Candles will be lit before the worship begins.  Please follow the instructions of 
the liturgist. 
Evening Thanksgiving    p. 4 
Psalmody    p. 4 
The liturgist is Group One and the congregation is Group Two. 
 

THE WORD 

Song of the Word:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  #774 ELW 
Vs. 1:  What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarm; 
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Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Scripture Reading: Exodus 16: 1-31 
Lector:  On the fifteenth day of the second month after they had left Egypt, the 

whole company of Israel moved on from Elim to the Wilderness of Sin 
which is between Elim and Sinai. The whole company of Israel complained 
against Moses and Aaron there in the wilderness. The Israelites said, 

Israelites (All):  Why didn’t GOD let us die in comfort in Egypt where we had 
lamb stew and all the bread we could eat? You’ve brought us out into 
this wilderness to starve us to death, the whole company of Israel!   

 
Lector:  GOD said to Moses,  
God (Pastor): I’m going to rain bread down from the skies for you. The people 

will go out and gather each day’s ration. I’m going to test them to see if 
they’ll live according to my Teaching or not. On the sixth day, when they 
prepare what they have gathered, it will turn out to be twice as much as 
their daily ration. 

 
Lector:  Moses and Aaron told the People of Israel, 
Moses (Men and Boys):  This evening you will know that it is GOD who 

brought you out of Egypt; and in the morning you will see the Glory 
of GOD. Yes, he’s listened to your complaints against him.  

Aaron (Women and Girls): You haven’t been complaining against us, you 
know, but against GOD. 

Moses (Men and Boys):  Since it will be GOD who gives you meat for your 
meal in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, it’s GOD who 
will have listened to your complaints against him.  

Aaron (Women and Girls): Who are we in all this? You haven’t been 
complaining to us—you’ve been complaining to GOD! 

 
Lector: Moses instructed Aaron:  
Moses (Men and Boys): Tell the whole company of Israel: ‘Come near 

to GOD. He’s heard your complaints. 
 
Lector:  When Aaron gave out the instructions to the whole company of Israel, 

they turned to face the wilderness. And there it was: the Glory 
of GOD visible in the Cloud. GOD spoke to Moses, 
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God (Pastor):  I’ve listened to the complaints of the Israelites. Now tell them: 
“At dusk you will eat meat and at dawn you’ll eat your fill of bread; and 
you’ll realize that I am GOD, your God.” 

 
Song of the Word:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  #774 ELW 

Vs. 2:  Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 

oh, how bright the path, grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarm; 

Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Lector:  That evening quail flew in and covered the camp and in the morning 

there was a layer of dew all over the camp. When the layer of dew had 
lifted, there on the wilderness ground was a fine flaky something, fine as 
frost on the ground. The Israelites took one look and said to one 
another, man-hu (What is it?). They had no idea what it was.  So Moses 
told them,  

Moses (Women and Girls):  It’s the bread GOD has given you to eat. And 
these are GOD’s instructions: “Gather enough for each person, about 
two quarts per person; gather enough for everyone in your tent.”   

 
Lector:  The People of Israel went to work and started gathering, some more, 

some less, but when they measured out what they had gathered, those 
who gathered more had no extra and those who gathered less weren’t 
short—each person had gathered as much as was needed.  Moses said to 
them,  

Moses (Men and Boys):  Don’t leave any of it until morning. 
 
Lector:  But they didn’t listen to Moses. A few of the men kept back some of it 

until morning. It got wormy and smelled bad. And Moses lost his temper 
with them. They gathered it every morning, each person according to 
need. Then the sun heated up and it melted. On the sixth day they 
gathered twice as much bread, about four quarts per person. Then the 
leaders of the company came to Moses and reported.  Moses said,  
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Moses (Women and Girls):  This is what GOD was talking about: Tomorrow 
is a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to GOD. Whatever you plan to bake, 
bake today; and whatever you plan to boil, boil today. Then set aside 
the leftovers until morning. 

 
Lector: They set aside what was left until morning, as Moses had 

commanded. It didn’t smell bad and there were no worms in it. Moses 
said,  

Moses (Men and Boys): Now eat it; this is the day, a Sabbath for GOD. You 
won’t find any of it on the ground today. Gather it every day for six 
days, but the seventh day is Sabbath; there won’t be any of it on the 
ground. 

 
Lector:  On the seventh day, some of the people went out to gather anyway 

but they didn’t find anything.  GOD said to Moses,  
God (Pastor):  How long are you going to disobey my commands and not 

follow my instructions? Don’t you see that GOD has given you the 
Sabbath?  So on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. So, each of 
you, stay home. Don’t leave home on the seventh day. 

 
Lector:  So the people quit working on the seventh day.  The Israelites named 

it manna (What is it?). It looked like coriander seed, whitish. And it tasted 
like a cracker with honey. 

 
Song of the Word:  “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  #774 ELW 

Vs. 3:  What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning of the everlasting arms. 

 
Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarm; 

Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Homily:  “The Wilderness School” 
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Song and Offertory:  “Day by Day”  #790  ELW 
Vs. 1:  Day by day, your mercies, Lord, Attend me, 

bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 

draw me nearer to my heavn’ly goal. 
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
Savior lead me to the home I treasure, 

where at last I’ll find eternal rest. 
 

Vs. 2:  Day by day, I know you will provide me 
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
I will seek your loving will to guide me 

O’er the paths I struggle day by day. 
I will fear no evil of the morrow, 

I will trust in your enduing grace. 
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow 

Till in glory I behold your face. 
 

Vs. 3:  Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 
when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
Day by day, no matter what betide me, 

you will hold me ever in your hand. 
Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 

I will reach at last the promised land. 
 

HOLDEN VILLAGE EVENING PRAYER 
 
Litany and Prayers    p. 10 
Final Blessing    p. 12 
 
Postlude  
 


