
7th and 8th Grade Online Sunday School for March 21st 
If Jesus was God why did he have to die? 

 
 
Directions: Here are two passages that we will read together.  Take the time to listen, 
and read along.  Circle anything that shows Jesus having Godly Characteristics, 
underline what shows Jesus’ human characteristics and put a box around anything you 
think shows evidence of why Jesus died for us on the cross. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
The Message Version 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Romans 8:10-11 
The Message 

9-11 But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be thinking 
more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this invisible 
but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re talking about. But for 
you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though you still experience all the 
limitations of sin—you yourself experience life on God’s terms. It stands to reason, 
doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead moves into 
your life, he’ll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to 
himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely as he did in 
Jesus), you are delivered from that dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will 
be as alive as Christ’s! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b


Hebrew Chapter 2  

We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we 
do not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and 
every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if 
we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the 
Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, 
wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will. 

5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are 
speaking. 6 But there is a place where someone has testified: 

“What is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
a son of man that you care for him? 
7 You made them a little[a] lower than the angels; 
you crowned them with glory and honor 
8and put everything under their feet.”[b][c] 
In putting everything under them,[d] God left nothing that is not subject to them.[e] Yet at 
present we do not see everything subject to them.[f] 9 But we do see Jesus, who was 
made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because 
he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters.[g] 12 He says, 

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 
in the assembly I will sing your praises.”[h] 
13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.”[i] 
And again he says, 

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”[j] 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 
death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the 
devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 
death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this 
reason he had to be made like them,[k] fully human in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29985a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29986b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29986c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29986d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29986e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29986f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29989g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29990h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29991i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29991j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29995k


Directions: Looking at what you underlined in the previous bible readings: Create a 
Business card that highlights the special things that Jesus does for you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
- Write down how this makes it easier for you to understand why Jesus had to die? 
 

List some of your favorite human characteristics?  
   

If God can do all of these things, why do you think God choose to experience death?  
 

If Jesus dies to he could be resurrected, what do you think that means for you after 
 death?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Signature: ________________________________________ 


